June 20, 2023

Mr. Barack Obama
c/o Obama Foundation
Chicago, lllinois

Re: Arrest of Obama Foundation Scholar in Vietnam

Dear Mr. Obama,

We write to request your assistance in calling for the unconditional release from jail of Obama Foundation scholar Hoang
Thi Minh Hong. Hong is one of 12 members of the very first cohort of your foundation. She is also the founder of the Center of

Hands-on Action and Networking for Growth and Environment (CHANGE), an organization that advocates for action on climate
change, the environment, and wildlife protection. CHANGE was a leading organization in the campaign to stop the construction and
financing of new coal-fired power plants in Vietnam. Unfortunately, Hong was forced to close CHANGE in October 2022, after being
harassed by the government.

Vietnamese police arrested Hong on June 1, 2023. She is being held incommunicado and has been denied access to a
lawyer. The government is preparing to prosecute Hong on a false charge of tax evasion. She faces up to seven years behind bars
and if found guilty, she may be subjected to a prison system that is known for torture and willful neglect.

Hong is the fifth climate activist to be jailed in the past two years in Vietnam for supposed tax evasion. Dang Dinh Bach,
another jailed activist, was sentenced to five years in prison after he successfully advocated for the government to decarbonize
the energy sector. A human rights investigation, published in April, documents clear evidence that these prosecutions are politi-
cally-driven and designed to criminalize climate activism using false charges of tax evasion.

The United Nations and the U.S. State Department have already made public statements calling for Hong's release. You
have met Hong and praised her work, and your foundation continues to use her name and image on its website. Given this, it
seems appropriate that you would join the UN and State Department by making your own public statement calling on the Vietnam-
ese government to release her.

We would be happy to provide you more information on this important case. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,


https://www.obama.org/photo-essay-hoang/
https://www.obama.org/photo-essay-hoang/
https://twitter.com/honghoangchange/status/1584614093990002688
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/12/world/asia/vietnam-prison-abuses.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/04/23/vietnam-environmentalists-activistists-sentenced-prison/
https://twitter.com/ungeneva/status/1664690088687837184?s=12&t=HM5Z0s0hxHs_gh1c4QpYJw
https://www.state.gov/on-the-detention-of-leaders-and-staff-of-vietnamese-environmental-civil-society-organization-change/
https://www.obama.org/scholars/
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