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Introduction
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underrepresented and they have little active participation in the field of social development. Although the women in Haileava

directly been suffering from the impacts of the investment project, their voices are not beingleoed in discussions, forums or in
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impacts of the projects on women, to prevent future harmful impacts of the projects on womeéricaensure women are able to
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meetings, exchanges, helped build the local capacity building, engaged with community organizolmcamented the ongoing

situation as it affects women and the wider community.

Rational Background

Thilawa Special Economic Zq®EZjs located inThanlyin Kyauk Tan township, Z8lometerssouthof Yangon. The project ig@int
venture (JV) projedbetweenJapan and Myanmagovernments, with 51% of shares owned by Myanmdrle Japan holds the rest

of the shares. The pregt is divided into two zones, Zone A and Zone B. Zawérs 400 hdares of land, while the Zone @vers
2000 hectares of lad. In Zone Athe factores are already running. In ZoBe260 hectares of land is already being used by the project
since 2016In the early months of 2013, the communities from 8 villaggsead over 2400 hectares of land, received a notice letter
asking them to move to the relocation area within 14 days, with the letter stating they could be detained in jail for aifnmaith
Therefore, the communities had no choice but to move to the aurrelocation area in both 2013 and 2016. Around 150 families
from both Zone A and Zone B have already relocated. The communities, from Zone A, in the relocation area have been yacing man
challenges and difficulties as they were not given the opportuiaitgarticipate in the discussions, arranging the resettlement work
plan, planning of the area designated for relocation, or in the general decision making processes as conducted by thegBE@nman
O2YYAUGSSd® ¢KS O2YYdzy A (i & onRidRrgm@natiorkior @lScatlorOb®cauise thelg@verimér fildrtd folldw
the best practices outlined for the resettlement plan.

The current situation of relocated families:
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Over 6 years after relocating, the project affected people (PAPs) have beeg fatsi of problems because their livelihoshased

on natural resources anchany agricultural activitiesSThe land has been urbanized, without access to traditional agricultural based
livelihoods. PAPs have now had to get mortgages on their houses emthd 5®% of relocated families havest their housesand
propertiesdueto a lack of consistent income, no accessiwelihoodopportunities the loss of small scalgriculture due to smaller
houses and yard with inadequate space to farm, and othersigs related to having no regular stable employment. A direct
consequence of these issues is that the family cannot afford for their children to go to the school and received educational
opportunities.

The current situation of urrelocated families:

Themain livelihoods of the community members in Thilasgra agricultural, such as paddy farming, flovi@ming, betel nut leaf
farming farming of seasonal vegetables, and small scale livestock farming as baffle, goats, chickens, ducks, and pigs.tfee rest of
livelihoods are related to running grocery shops, selling farmed goods and vegetables, and for some working in restaligents an
textile workers.
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about the potential negative impacts such as a loss of their livelihoods, a worsening situation withnreddiving style or standards,

and a loss of income due to a lack of natural resources. The lack of access to adequate information on the projectuldick of p
participation in decision making, a lack of consideration of women and youth and th&rdlBly Q SR dzOl G A2y | NB | f f
current and potential harmful impacts on the Thilawa community caused by the project.
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&My househasa big gardenwherel can grow seasaifruits and vegetablefor my family The vegetabley S S R yb@uightfiod
the market and the vegetables from my garden can be sold outsitBnpeacefullymeditate in my quiet yard.
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d can catch the shrimp and fish in the riarytime. | cook it for my family and also sell it to the villagerhemneighbors,
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There are enough spacesrfemall scale livestock farming in our area, but not in the relocation area.
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The vegetales(to be boiled or raw)y’ S S Ry’ Q (bught &vith@aSh. &Ve can find and collect thesegetables such as mushrooms,
bamboo andetc., in the jungle around our villages.
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There arepretty enough spaces to grow the bambdeoees in our landso that we can collect and cook bamboo shaatnytime.
We canalsosell one bambodree with one thousandkyatsfor constructionof houses and other buildingsand the price depends
on type of bamboo. It costs high price if the quality of bamboo is good.



